


IGS: Lunch and Learn 2023

Who we are: The State Historical Society of Iowa’s 

Library & Archives exist to identify, record, collect, 

preserve, and provide access to resources on 

Iowa history.

Presenter: 

Kelsey Berryhill 

SHSI Reference Librarian



Library and Archives: About Us

▪ Historical Library
– County Records, 

Newspapers, Books, 

Periodicals, etc.

▪ Special Collections
– Manuscripts: personal 

papers, diaries, 

business records, etc.

– Photographs/Audio-

visual materials

▪ State Archives
– Government Records



Historical Library

▪ Collects published materials relating to Iowa

▪ Contains:

– Books and Periodicals

– County Records on Microfilm

– Newspapers



Historical Library: Books and Periodicals

▪ Can search our online catalog at: 

https://iowa.minisisinc.com/ (select 

“Library”)

▪ Can include:

– Family Histories

– County Histories

– City Directories

– Genealogical Newsletters

– Government Reports

– Etc.

https://iowa.minisisinc.com/


Historical Library: County Records

▪ How to access:

– These records are on microfilm

– Can see a full listing by county at: 

https://www.iowaculture.gov/history/research/collections/county-records

▪ Types of records and years vary

▪ Also includes vital records and other items that are available online

https://www.iowaculture.gov/history/research/collections/county-records


County Records: Probate

Howard County Reel 46, Probate, Wills, 

Vol. 3 page 16

Howard County Reel 42, Probate Record Book, Vol. 

2, pages 38-39



County Records: Land 

Howard Reel 48, Land Deed, 

Vol. Z, page 7



County Records: Other 

Adams Reel 42, Widows Pension Record Vol. 1
Allamakee Reel 40, Register of Teachers



County Records: Other 

Black Hawk Reel 98, Name 

Change Record, Vol. 1

Madison Reel 102, Funeral 

Home Records

Adair Reel 19, Soldiers 

Discharge Record, Vol. 1



Historical Library: Newspapers

▪ Can see a listing of what we 

have by county and by town 

here and hints to searching the 

catalog for newspapers here: 
https://www.iowaculture.gov/newspapers

▪ While many newspapers are 

available online, there are many 

that are only available through 

microfilm

https://www.iowaculture.gov/newspapers


Historical Library: Newspapers



Special Collections: Manuscripts

▪ Could include diaries, letters, business records, 

personal papers, etc. relating to Iowa’s history

– Examples: Civil War letters and diaries, Younkers business 

records, William Boyd Allison Correspondence, Robert Ray 

Personal Papers, etc.

▪ See a full listing on our website: 

https://www.iowaculture.gov/history/research/collections/

manuscripts-maps-ephemera

▪ Many collections are also in the catalog with finding aids

https://www.iowaculture.gov/history/research/collections/manuscripts-maps-ephemera


Special Collections: Manuscripts

Iowa Methodist School of Nursing, Alumni Files (Series I), Iva Bandfield (Class of 1918)



Special Collections: Manuscripts

Calvary Baptist 

Church Records, 

Items from 

Scrapbook 2



Special Collections: Photos



Special Collections: Photos Subject Files

General Subject File, Business and Industry, 

Product Distribution, Dry Goods, PH1993-20-1

Cities File, Charles City, PH1999-47-17

DSM 

Subject 

File, 

Railroads, 

PH1996-

27-1



State Archives

▪ Records of state 

government 

▪ Can see listing of record 

groups on our website: 

https://www.iowaculture.go

v/history/research/collectio

ns/state-archives

▪ Many box lists and finding 

aids available in the 

Archives section of the 

catalog: 

https://iowa.minisisinc.com/

https://www.iowaculture.gov/history/research/collections/state-archives
https://iowa.minisisinc.com/


State Archives

RG101, Adjutant General, National Guard Personnel File for 

Neal Barentson

RG101 Adjutant General, Civil War, Personal Effects and Final Statement 

Inventories, 28th Regiment, Co. B for Nehemiah Devore 



State Archives

RG42, Governors (Multiple), Correspondence – Criminal, Box 250, George C. Simpkins (1896)



How to Access: Visit Us!

Current Hours:
Wednesday – Friday

9:00AM – 4:30 PM

Appointment Recommended for State Archives/Special Collections



How to Access: Online Catalog

https://iowa.minisisinc.com/



I Can’t Visit in Person – Help!

▪ Submit a question through our online form or email

▪ Cannot do searches for “any record available” but 

can do lookups on specific items or give page 

counts + copy costs for a small fee



Questions? Contact Us!

Submit Your Request Online:

www.iowaculture.gov/history/form/referencerequest

history.research@iowa.gov

515-281-6200 (Des Moines)

319-335-3926 (Iowa City)

http://www.iowaculture.gov/history/form/referencerequest
mailto:history.research@iowa.gov

